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Status of implementation of the Abuja Treaty
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FTA FTA FTA
. . In progress . In progress
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Regional Economic Communities
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Source: : African Union , Status Of Integration In Africa (Sia) , (Addis Ababa: Au, 2011) ,P216.
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Summary

The African Economic Community, which aims to reach its last stop, through a 34-year
transitional period by 2028, is the fulcrum of the process of economic integration in the African
continent. The regional economic groupings in the continent, which are the basic building
blocks of the idea of the African Economic Community, realized the necessity of moving in the
same direction to achieve the goal of African economic integration, and sought to build relations
of interaction and cooperation with the African Economic Community. In this context, the
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February 1998 Protocol was signed as a tool for integration between the Regional Economic

Communities, on the one hand, and between the African Economic Community and the

Regional Economic Communities, on the other. The African economic, as indicated in its

founding agreement, as a main mechanism for promoting economic and social development on

the continent, and to address more effectively the challenges posed by globalization. And it
negatively affects the future of the integration process among the countries of the continent.

The meeting agreed at the Ouagadougou Summit - March 2006 - to adopt a number of African

regional groupings, identified in eight main groupings: COMESA, SADC, ECOWAS, CEN

SAD, and ECCAS , the IGAD, the Arab Maghreb Union (UMA), and the East African

Community (EAC), although regional integration was on the agenda of the countries For

decades, the level of this integration in the region is still very low, as the proportion of trade

between African countries, for example, does not amount to about 10% of the total foreign trade
of the countries of the continent, and the study aims to stand on the progress made in the field
of regional integration, and that Through an assessment of the performance of the intra-trade of
these economic groupings, and the measures they have taken to accelerate the liberalization of
trade, and the establishment of a customs union between them to reach the stage of the African
common market, and to identify the most important ways to speed up access to the African
common market, as well as presenting the most important challenges facing the march

Economic integration in the African continent .

There is no doubt that the success of any integration process depends to a large extent
on the commitment of member states to implement the relevant decisions, treaties and
protocols, and the failure of member states to implement the agreed protocols is due, in part, to
shortcomings in policies and the mechanisms they contain that would clarify the advantages
which may result from regional integration

The study concluded with many results, the most important of which are:

1- Member states should give appropriate priority to the dissemination of regional integration
programs and projects agreed upon at the national level, and implement them carefully,
taking into account the existence of a collective dialogue with the private sector and civil
society.

2- The success of integration efforts requires the necessity of harmony between national policies
and regional institutions, and the exchange of information and data in a transparent manner.
Priority can be given to border areas as areas of integration in a way that not only achieves
regional stability, but also results in the establishment of formal and informal networks for
trade in goods, services, individuals and capital.

3- Given the need for regional integration for competitive markets based in essence on the free
movement of production elements and the upgrading of human capital, the matter requires
more investment in human resources, which means combating poverty, illiteracy and chronic
diseases, and giving attention to the fields of education and health at the national and regional
levels.

4-Enhancing intra-African trade is one of the expected results of achieving integration in Africa.
Despite this, the volume of that trade is still very small, as a result of the many restrictions
facing that trade. In this regard, African governments should review their trade policy and
identify weaknesses It and put in place measures that would facilitate the movement of intra-
trade, such as simplifying administrative procedures, as well as reducing the costs of
transporting goods and commodities, and improving infrastructure in African countries.
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