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Abstract

The current field anthropological study sought to try to understand the customs and traditions
of marriage in the border areas between Egypt and Libya among the Awlad Ali tribe, in order
to highlight its social and cultural heritage, and to contribute to the accumulation of
knowledge in the field of social anthropological studies .In light of methodological
integration, the researcher resorted to using many approaches and methods: (case study
approach, historical approach, anthropological approach), and data collection tools:
(interview, field work guide, observation, comparison, informants, photography) that helped
her in completing her study. The field, which | applied to (10) informants, husbands and
wives of different ages, social, cultural and economic levels, and family affiliation within the
Awlad tribe on the border between Egypt and Libya..

The study reached results that covered its objectives and questions. Among them is that,
according to the customs and traditions of the study community, when a girl reaches the age
of fifteen, she is not allowed to mix with males and wears the nigab. Therefore, it is difficult
for young men about to get married to recognize her features. Then he sends one of his female
relatives to get to know her and transfer her characteristics to him until he decides whether to
accept or reject. In the event of approval, he sends one of his male relatives to complete the
engagement, determine the dowry, and establish the marital home.

The study showed that the change in customs and traditions occurs in the study community
slowly and gradually due to the previous generation’s adherence to the customs and traditions
inherited by parents and grandparents, and the subsequent generation is not allowed to attempt
to change them.
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