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Abstract

The current research seeks to shed light on the justifications that prompted the
military intervention in Libya, which raised many criticisms and questions about the
legitimacy of this military intervention, due to the contradictory measures taken by
NATO under the umbrella of the principle of protecting Libyan civilians and seeking
to remove and get rid of the Gaddafi regime. The current research reveals the real
justifications that led to this intervention, including the failure of the Libyan regime.
This intervention was given legitimacy by NATO through its rhetoric with the
international community. The research also concludes that NATO’s intervention in
Libya came in implementation of the resolution issued by the United Nations Security
Council on Thursday, March 17, 2011 AD As part of the international reaction to the
February 17 Revolution, several sanctions were imposed on the Libyan government of
Gaddafi, the most important of which was imposing a no-fly zone over Libya and
organizing armed attacks against Gaddafi’s air forces to hinder their movement and
prevent them from flying in Libyan airspace.
Keywords: Libya, military intervention, state failure, Security Council, NATO.
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