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The right of veto and its effects against obstructing the UN Security Council
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Abstract

Since the inception of the United Nations until now, the use of the right of veto by the major
powers that are permanent members of the UN Security Council has been an important factor
in obstructing and obstructing the UN Security Council from performing its work in
maintaining international peace and security. During the Cold War period between the
Western capitalist camp led by The United States of America, and the Eastern Socialist Camp
led by the former Soviet Union, we find that there was extreme extravagance on the part of
the Soviet Union in using the right of veto, which resulted in obstructing the work of the UN
Security Council and preventing the issuance of decisions through the use of the veto.
Following the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the socialist bloc and the
transformation of the international system from a bipolar system to a unipolar system led by
the United States of America, which in turn employed and used the right of veto in order to
defend its own interests and protect its allies. Therefore, the right of veto was and still is the
biggest problem facing the Council. International security, as the right of veto obstructed the
work of the UN Security Council and prevented it from achieving the desired purpose of its
establishment, which is to maintain international peace and security.

Key words: Veto power, UN Security Council, negative effects, hegemony of major powers,
United Nations Charter
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1-Oxford Dicitionary of law. Edited by Elizabeth A.Martin (oxford university press, fifth

Edition, Reissued with new covers,2003, p.525.

2- Yuen-li-ling: "The Problem of Voting in the Security Council”, A.J.l.L, 1948, pp. 887-
859.



