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The impact of illegal gold mining in Ghana on food insecurity
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Abstract

The study examined the impact of illegal gold mining on food insecurity in
Ghana. Illegal gold mining threatens food security by destroying agricultural
environments through the contamination of water and land with toxic
substances such as mercury, the destruction of forests needed for agriculture,
and the alteration of agricultural land uses. Pollution compromises soil fertility
and the suitability of water for irrigation, reducing agricultural productivity,
making crops unsafe for consumption, and threatening local food chains.

Illegal mining poses a threat to Ghana's national security, as does galamsey.
Ghana's food security is also threatened by the loss of revenue from the gold
mining sector, while its forest reserves and agricultural lands are destroyed.

Illegal mining activities in Ghana contribute to deteriorating food security by
destroying agricultural land, polluting water sources, and displacing agricultural
communities to access land for illegal mining. They also contribute to poverty
and instability. These activities lead to a decline in food production and
difficulty accessing food. Agricultural production is destroyed and resources are
contaminated, leading to food shortages in the markets.

Key words: Illegal mining, gold, food insecurity.
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